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L - ^ J LOWELL CULTURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY 

IDENTIFICATION 
1) CURRENT OWNER 

40 MARKET STREET 
David Glass and Harold Nagin 
Heritage Canal Associates 

2) HISTORIC NAME 
3) CURRENT NAME 

Old Market House (later Police Station) 
Old Market House 

4+ ^^ U)v\L2-l 

MAP SHEET #12 
OWNER OCCUPIED no 

4) PROPERTY TYPE governmental 
6) TAXES: PAYMENTS current 
7) WITHIN BOUNDARIES OF LHPD 

5) ZONING CLASSIFICATION 1A 
STATUS clear 

HISTORICAL ABSTRACT 
1) CONSTRUCTION DATE 1837 

SOURCE 
2) ARCHITECT OR BUILDER Horace Howard 

documented: Annual Report...Citv of Lowell. 1837 

3) HISTORIC OWNER City of Lowell 
4) ORIGINAL USE: GF commercial UF governmental 
5) PREVIOUS BLDGS ON PROPERTY no 

SOURCE 
DATE 

DESCRIPTIVE DATA 
1) ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 

Greek Revival  
2) PRESENT USE: 

GF vacant  
UF vacant  

3) NO OF STORIES 3h 

4) PROP SQ FT 30,459 
5) PLAN rectangular 
6) ROOF end-wall gable 
7) STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 

load-bearing masonry 
8) OUTBUILDINGS 

none  
9) MATERIALS: 

FOUNDATION 
granite biocks 

VIEW FROM northeast PHOTO TAKEN May 1979 

FACADE F, S: red pressed brick in stretcher bond; R: red brick in common bond 
TRIM granite s i l l s and l i n t e l s , steps  

10) NOTABLE SURFACE & LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS none 



ADDRESS 40 M.AKKFT SXBEEI 

VISUAL ASSESSMENT 
1) CONDITION OF BUILDING FABRIC needs maior repair  
2) IF DETERIORATED, CAUSES vandalism; lack of maintenance  
3) INTEGRITY OF HISTORIC BLDG FABRIC: GF intact with evolutionary alterations 

UF intact original fabric  
4) SURROUNDING LAND USES commercial, industrial, canal frontage  
5) INTEGRITY OF PROP'S HIST SETTING moderately disrupted historic setting  
6) IMPORTANCE OF PROP TO HIST SETTING focal point in area  

ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTION 

See Research Report. 

ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

See Research Report. 

ARCHEOLOGICAL COMMENT 

Archeological work might prove f r u i t f u l on the sides and rear parking lot of the 
Old Market House. The present structure has been located here since 1837. The 
portion of the property fronting the Pawtucket Canal was the town landing i n the 
mid-nineteenth century, and remains of that use of the site might be preserved 
there. 

L0W<2-\ 



LDW.2A 

Research Report 
40 Market Street 
Old Market House ( l a t e r the P o l i c e Station) 
1837 

Situated on the southern side of Market Street near Central 
i s the Old Market House. This structure i s s i m i l a r to other 
Lowell Greek Revival public buildings such as the Old C i t y 
H a l l and the Coburn School i n terms of i t s temple-like form, 
decidedly h o r i z o n t a l massing, and s i m p l i c i t y of surface 
embellishments. 

Three-and-a-half s t o r i e s high, i t i s t h i r t e e n bays long and 
three bays deep. Of br i c k construction, the main and side 
facades are faced with pressed brick and l a i d i n common 
bond (eight to one). The rear facade i s faced with common 
bri c k and also l a i d i n common bond. Engaged p i l a s t e r s (now 
missing t h e i r wooden c a p i t a l s ) are located at the corners 
and also d i v i d e the main facade into three large sections. 
The c e n t r a l section i s three bays wide, while those flank­
ing are f i v e . This structure rests on a foundation of 
granite slabs, pierced with many basement windows. 

The ground f l o o r presently has three entrances on the main 
facade, enframed by granite posts and l i n t e l s . The 
entrance i n the westernmost (right) bay, along with i t s 
granite s t e p s , i s o r i g i n a l . The doorways i n the s i x t h and 
ninth bays (counting from the east or l e f t ) were cut through 
at a l a t e r date. O r i g i n a l l y , the fourth bay was the lo c a t i o n 
of another entrance. The windows of the ground f l o o r are 
double hung, as are those i n the upper s t o r i e s of the eastern 
and c e n t r a l sections. The t a l l window openings i n the 
western section of the facade span both upper f l o o r s . These 
windows are div i d e d by paneled spandrels. I t i s unclear 
whether these window openings o r i g i n a l l y spanned both f l o o r s . 
A l l the windows have f i n e l y dressed granite s i l l s and l i n t e l s . 

The eastern and western gable ends of the b u i l d i n g are 
derived from the c l a s s i c a l temple form. Engaged corner 
p i l a s t e r s v i s u a l l y support a wooden cornice that forms a 
pediment of the gable end. Within the tympanum i s a 
rectangular window set into what was o r i g i n a l l y a lunette 
opening. In the c e n t r a l bay of the eastern end i s a t r a -
beated granite doorway, now half f i l l e d i n with b r i c k . The 
windows are double hung, with granite s i l l s and l i n t e l s . 
However, some of the windows of the west end r e t a i n t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l sash of twelve panes over eight at the second 



s t o r y , and e i g h t over twelve at the t h i r d . 
The r e a r , or southern, facade repeats the window treatment 
of the main facade. A rock-faced g r a n i t e s t r i n g c o u r s e , 
l o c a t e d between the basement and ground f l o o r , spans the 
l e n g t h of t h i s r e a r w a l l . A b u t t i n g the c e n t r a l s e c t i o n of 
t h i s w a l l i s a t h r e e - s t o r y r e c t a n g u l a r b r i c k a d d i t i o n 
w i t h a f l a t r o o f . The windows are segmental arched, 
w i t h rowlock l i n t e l s and g r a n i t e s i l l s . 
The a s p h a l t - s h i n g l e d r i d g e roof of the main bl o c k has two 
chimneys. At the center of the r o o f i s the base of a 
cupola which once housed f i r e b e l l s f o r the c i t y . (These 
b e l l s are now l o c a t e d i n the C e n t r a l F i r e House.) 
S t y l i s t i c a l l y , t h i s s t r u c t u r e d i s p l a y s a vocabulary common 
to L o w e l l Greek R e v i v a l p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s of the 1830s and 
1840s. The t e m p l e - l i k e form, b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n , simple 
use of g r a n i t e s l a b s , trabeated entrances and engaged 
p i l a s t e r s are a l l hallmarks of L o w e l l ' s v e r n a c u l a r Greek 
R e v i v a l a r c h i t e c t u r e . Needing major r e p a i r s , the b u i l d i n g 
i s p r e s e n t l y vacant. Many windows are broken and others 
are boarded up. 
P r e s e n t l y t h i s s t r u c t u r e appears i s o l a t e d on the southern 
s i d e of Market S t r e e t . The Bigelow M i l l b u i l d i n g s , once 
adjacent t o the west, are no longer e x t a n t , l e a v i n g a v o i d 
across from the s o l i d w a l l of l a t e n i n e t e e n t h and e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h century b u i l d i n g s which l i n e Market S t r e e t ' s 
northern s i d e . A p a r k i n g l o t i s l o c a t e d between the Market 
B u i l d i n g and the Pawtucket Canal. 
The present b u i l d i n g was the f i r s t to occupy t h i s s i t e . The 
Market House, l a t e r known as the P o l i c e S t a t i o n , was b u i l t 
i n 1337 through a j o i n t e f f o r t by c i t y and county [1]. 
The b l o c k was purchased i n 1835 and 1836 from a group of 
l o c a l businessmen. "A p a r c e l of l a n d , two hundred and e i g h t 
f e e t by n i n t y f e e t was obtained f o r $.75 a sauare f o o t , f o r 
a t o t a l of $14,055.00" [2]. 
The a r c h i t e c t , or master b u i l d e r , of the Market House was 
apparently Horace Howard. T r a d i t i o n a l l y , t h i s s t r u c t u r e ' s 
design has been a t t r i b u t e d to K i r k Boott, but recent research 
seems to p o i n t t o Howard as the d e s i g n e r . Howard was l i s t e d 
i n the 1830's L o w e l l d i r e c t o r i e s as "Horace Howard, House-
w r i g h t . " The c i t y ' s expenditures f o r the Market House 
c o n s t r u c t i o n i n c l u d e d payment to "Horace Howard f o r p l a n , 
$11.00" [3]. 



Two q u i t e d i f f e r e n t f i g u r e s a r e l i s t e d f o r t h e c o s t o f t h e 
b u i l d i n g . Mayor B a r t l e t t on June 12, 1837 d e c l a r e d " t h a t 
t h e t o t a l c o s t was $36,796.17, w h i l e t e n months e a r l i e r , 
J ohn R o b i n s o n , l e g a l a t t o r n e y f o r t h e s a v i n a s i n s t i t u t i o n 
i n L o w e l l , c ontended t h e c o s t was $66,986.25" [ 4 ] . 

The M a r k e t House opened March 5, 1837. On t h e l o w e r f l o o r 
t h e r e was o r i g i n a l l y l o c a t e d "twenty-two s t a l l s o c c u p i e d by 
d e a l e r s i n meat, b u t t e r , c h e e s e , eggs and v e g e t a b l e s . 
E f f o r t s were made t o i n d u c e a l l t h e p r o v i s i o n d e a l e r s t o 
l o c a t e h e r e " [ 5 ] . The p o p u l a r i t y o f a c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n f o r 
p r o v i s i o n s was s h o r t - l i v e d . Soon " s t r e e t m a r k e t s and b u t c h e r ' s 
c a r t s competed w i t h t h e p u b l i c m a r k e t . . . Only t h o s e who were 
b e s t accommodated i n i t s v i c i n i t y , sought t h e Ma r k e t House 
f o r t h e i r d i n n e r s and a f t e r a w h i l e t h e s t a l l s became v a c a t e d " 

The upper f l o o r s "were used f o r c o u n t y and p o l i c e c o u r t s . 
The p o l i c e c o u r t f o r many y e a r s o c c u p i e d t h e e a s t end, and 
t h e Supreme and common c o u r t s , t h e w e s t e r n end.... D a n i e l 
Webster, Rufus Choate and o t h e r g r e a t o r a t o r s o f t h e t i m e 
were h e a r d i n t h e chambers o f t h e o l d M a r k e t House" [ 7 ] . 
I n 1852 t h e c o u r t s were r e l o c a t e d t o t h e c o u r t h o u s e b u i l d i n g 
on Gorham S t r e e t . The c i t y t h e n bought o u t t h e c o u n t y ' s 
i n t e r e s t i n t h e b u i l d i n g f o r $10,000.00 and c a r r i e d o u t 
d r a s t i c i n t e r n a l changes [ 8 ] . A f t e r t h e c o u r t s v a c a t e d 
t h e b u i l d i n g " . . . t h e p o l i c e s t a t i o n moved i n t o t h e l o w e r 
f l o o r and basement o f t h e west end. The p o l i c e o f f i c e s 
and c o u r t s were p l a c e d on t h e second and t h i r d f l o o r s . The 
o f f i c e s o f C. P. T a l b o t and Company, a law f i r m , moved from 
t h e basement t o t h e e a s t end. The c e n t e r o f t h e b u i l d i n g was 
f i x e d t o house t h e l i q u o r agency" [ 9 ] . 

I n 1858 James H. Rand, a L o w e l l a r c h i t e c t , was p a i d f o r 
p l a n s and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r a l t e r a t i o n s t o t h e M a r k e t House 
[ 1 0 ] , i n c l u d i n g a " b e l l deck." On t h e n i g h t o f June 22, 
1859, a s e v e r e f i r e " broke o u t b e n e a t h t h e b e l l tower and 
b u r n t o f f t h e r o o f and damaged t h e b u i l d i n g o t h e r w i s e b a d l y , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e p a r t o c c u p i e d by t h e P o l i c e C o u r t . . . . I t 
r e q u i r e d o v e r $4000 expense t o p u t t h e b u i l d i n g i n good 
shape a g a i n " [ 1 1 ] . The c u p o l a was r e b u i l t a f t e r t h e f i r e [ 1 2 ] . 

I n 1874-75 funds were v o t e d t o remodel a p o r t i o n o f t h e 
Ma r k e t House as a P o l i c e C o u r t [13] and t h e west end o f t h e 
second f l o o r was so a l t e r e d . I n 1873 me n t i o n i s f i r s t made 
o f e x t e n d i n g t h e b u i l d i n g s o uthward " f o r a c i t y government 
b u i l d i n g " "[14] , b u t t h e p l a n was n o t c a r r i e d o u t . The 

[6] . 



present small rear addition does not appear on the Lowell 
atlases u n t i l 1906. 

The 1879 and 1896 Lowell d i r e c t o r i e s l i s t commercial con­
cerns as well as the P o l i c e Station as occupants of t h i s 
b u i l d i n g . "C. P. Talbot Chemical Company," "R. 0. Adams 
Wood Dealers," "Noble and Hallowell Machinists" and "George E. 
Crosby Provisions" are l i s t e d as being housed i n the o l d 
Market House. In 1896 the P o l i c e Station and job waqons of 
various owners are l i s t e d at t h i s address. Apparently the 
b u i l d i n g was used e x c l u s i v e l y as a P o l i c e S t a t i o n from the 
early twentieth century u n t i l 1972. The b u i l d i n g i s 
presently vacant. 

During the 1820s and 1830s many American c i t i e s , i n an 
attempt to c e n t r a l i z e market f a c i l i t i e s , b u i l t large temple­
l i k e structures i n the newly popular Greek Revival s t y l e . 
Lowell's Market B u i l d i n g , although not a long-term success 
as a market b u i l d i n g , housed other services for the c i t y of 
Lowell, functioning v a r i o u s l y as a court house, armory and 
p o l i c e s t a t i o n . This structure i s a f i n e example of a 
bri c k vernacular Lowell public b u i l d i n g , r e f l e c t i n g the 
housewright and mason's c r a f t . 

Footnotes 

1) National Register Nomination, "The Old Market House" 
(1977) , p. 4. 

2) Ibid. 

3) F i r s t Annual Report of the Receipts and Expenditures of  
the C i t y of Lowell, (1837), p. 16. 

4) National Register Nomination Form, op. c i t . 

5) Newspaper c l i p p i n g dated June 12, 1868 i n scrapbook at 
U. of Lowell, S p e c i a l C o l l e c t i o n s , l a b e l l e d "Selections, 
H i s t o r i c a l and General, mostly concerning Lowell and 
V i c i n i t y (1894." 

6) Ibid. 

7) National Register Nomination Form, op. c i t . 

3) Ibid. 



9) Ibid. 

10) Twenty-third Annual Report...of C i t y of Lowell, (1858), 
p. 42. 

11) 1868 c l i p p i n g , op. c i t . 

12) Twenty-fourth Annual Report...of C i t y of Lowell, (1859), 
p. 89. 

13) F o r t i e t h Annual Report...of C i t y of Lowell, (1875), p. 118. 

14) C i t y Documents, (1873), p. 12. 

Other References 

1841, 1850 Lowell maps. 

1879, 1896, 1906, 1924 Lowell a t l a s e s . 

Lowell d i r e c t o r i e s . 

I l l u s t r a t e d History of Lowell, 1897, p. 629. 

Figure 1 

From I l l u s t r a t e d  
History of Lowell, 
Mass, Courier 
C i t i z e n , published 
1897, p. 629. 

POLICE STATION OLD MARKET HOL'sE. 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no 
U7W, 2A 

Form no. Fornyic 

Town Lowell 

Address Market S t r e e t 

Name (Old) Market House 

Present use 

Present owner C i t y o f Lowell 

Description: 

Date 1837 

Source ( M i l l and Mansion)  

Style P l a i n r e c t a n g u l a r - wit h 
some Greek R e v i v a l 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric B r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features Granite s i l l s 

Altered 

Moved 

Date 

Date 

Lot size: 

One acre or less Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building from street 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

6. Recorded by_ 

Organization 

Date 

<;M_9_7R-R061465 (70M-2376) v. 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use Market house 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Armory :po1 i c e s t a t i o n 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The County and C i t y b u i l t t h i s marketplace j o i n t l y i n 1837. S t a l l s 
i n the basement and on the f i r s t f l o o r were rented to tradesmen and 
merchants. The P o l i c e Department and Courts were on the upper f l o o r s 
The market f a i l e d , however, s i n c e consumers p r e f e r r e d neighborhood 
s t o r e s and tradesmen who d e l i v e r e d to t h e i r doors. The b u i l d i n g 
was b u i l t i n t r a d i t i o n a l r e c t a n g u l a r s i m p l i c i t y w i t h e a r l y t r a c e s 
of Greek R e v i v a l d e t a i l s . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

M i l l and Mans ion 
I l l u s t r a t e d H i s t , of Lowell p. 629 
Lowell V i c i n i t y BT Today p. 94 



.Literature 
M u s i c 

incuans 
Other _ 

Idress flAr^erV gfct&gt^efc 

ig ina l & present f o l i c t>. s'tiyVio L*-VC<^*4~. 

owner CL~ ("Vy o"f* Lo\^<>|( 

publ ic Yes, 

Style fce^K g « v l u « \  

source Of date T". £ô uAcje, H \ \ | jjhgj H^H^'a* 

Archi tec t Q t ^ K p o w yy.  Development of town/{£ity 
Arch i t ec tu ra l reason for inventorying: 

St^\e Vfl\v<e vnnA V\v*t»y\cv*\ A s s o c i w V x a i ^ S j ^ O R par t of A r e a # 

3„ CONDITION Excel lent Good F a i r Deteriorated Moved Al t e r ed Added 

4. D E S C R I P T I O N 

F O U N D A T I O N / B A S E M E N T : High Regular L o w _ M a t e r i a l 0 W K Itoua 

W A L L C O V E R : Wood B r i c k Stone Other 

R O O F : Ridge—Gambrel F la t Hip Mansard [rlgy»k»Vt .SVilvgW.-i) 
Tower jCupoLa Dormer windows Balustrade G r i l l w o r k lflAs<- i revwmhiHcjj  

C H I M N E Y S : 1 2 3 4 (0*t<s Center End Interior I r regular Clus ter Elaborate 

STORIES: 1 2 ,3_,4 A T T A C H M E N T S : Wings E l l Shed tftftucfaed "V* w.wv 4 > ^ i r [  

P O R C H E S : 1 2 3 4 M -^ P . . P O R T I C O k i w i - Balcony 

F A C A D E : Gable end: Front/iside. Ornament PiilftSTe-.^ ^ffftvseA \sric\& <yy.A b v t > ^ WKLK-fv-ct^^,. 

Entrance: Side F r n p t ' Center / ,Side^Detai ls : ^P<^~r q^A 4 v w ^ ^ | . 

Windows: Spacing: Regular/lnpsgulaj Tdent.jcal/yariRri ^jheAaiag \ \ WV̂ ct̂  ^  

Corners ; P ^ L n P^ljhstf|js. Quoins Cornerboards . -— 

5 S Indicate locat ion of bui lding in re la t ion to 
>s streets andfc nearest c r o s s streets andfccither buildings 

warm f—| 

6. Footage of structure f rom street . 
P rope r ty has \ Ofc> ̂ feet. frontage on street 

Recorde r 

F o r W,H.c 
2'/̂  TWA* 

Photo # nt>'W\t Date T l \ ^ b o 
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LOW, 2-1 
RELATION OF SURROUNDING j STRUCTURE * 
T. Outbuildings \Jn p , 

2. Landscape Features: Agriculture Open Wooded Garden: Formal/Informal 
Predominant features SJjcbma Jfc^mtauaJL^Q S W»ji saA-pir^j  
Landscape architect [ 

3„ Neighboring Structures 
Style: Colonial Federal Greek Revival Gothic Revival Italian Villa Lombard Rom, 3rtJtjs"M4 

Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern 
Use: Residential Commercial Religious Conditions: Excellent Good* Fair* Deteriorated 

GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF SITE (Refer and elaborate on 
theme circled on front of form) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND/OR REFERENCE 

RESTRICTIONS. 

Original Owner:. 
Deed Information: Book Number Page , Registry of Deeds 

Form B . 10M-11-69-045 654 
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Undated inventory card from MHC files, probably ca. 1970 
 
 
 

 


